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West Virginia Studies Resource Development 

Title of Lesson:  
West Virginia Constitutional Amendments 
  

Grade level: 
 8th Grade 

Summary: 
In this lesson the students will discuss how the West Virginia Constitution is amended (changed).  
They will read through all of the amendments that had been passed (18) and discuss what they are 
about.   
 

WV CCR Social Studies Standards:  

SS.8.4 Differentiate between the division of powers and responsibilities for each of the 

Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of the United States and West Virginia 

governments, describe the system of checks and balances, and explore local forms of 

government. 

• Explain the amendment process of the West Virginia Constitution, give 

examples of amendments, and explain their purpose.  
 

Students will know and understand (content): 
- How the West Virginia Constitution is amended 
- Why the West Virginia Constitution has been amended 

 

Students will be able to do (skills): 
- Describe the process of amending the state constitution. 
- Compare and contrast the amendments to the state constitution. 
 

 
 

Materials & Resources: 
- Printout from West Virginia legislature website on how the constitution is amended for all 

students. (attached) 
- Print outs of the 18 amendments from the same website.  (attached) 
 

  

Learning Plan: 
1. Print out Article 14 of the West Virginia Constitution which is on amendments and how 

amendments can be made.  They can be found at  
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/wv_con.cfm#articleXIV 

2. Read Article 14 out loud discussing how amendments can be proposed and passed. 
3. Print out all of the amendments that have been made. 
4. Cut the amendments out for discussion.  There are 18 total amendments. 
5. Give the students 15 minutes to read their amendments and write a short paragraph 

describing what the amendment was about. 
6. In order of passage, have the students discuss their amendments to the class. 
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Checking for Understanding:  
1. What are the ways to amend the constitution of West Virginia? 
2. What are the common themes of the amendments?  
3. Why do you think the same themes (roads, Veterans) keep appearing in amendments? 
 
Higher Level Questioning: 
1. Why does the West Virginia Constitution include an amendment process? 
2. What are some amendments that could appear in the future?  What is your reasoning?  
 
 
 

Accommodations: 
 
1. Some of the amendments are long and some are short.  Hand out the shorter amendments to 

students with a lower reading ability.   
2. The teacher could partner the students with low reading ability with higher level students.   
 

 
  

 

 

 



ARTICLE XIV  

14-1.  Amendments. 

      No convention shall be called, having the authority to alter the constitution of the state, unless it be in 

pursuance of law, passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members elected to each house of the 

Legislature and providing that polls shall be opened throughout the state, on the same day therein specified, 

which shall not be less than three months after the passage of such law, for the purpose of taking the sense of 

the voters on the question of calling a convention. And such convention shall not be held unless a majority of 

the votes cast at such polls be in favor of calling the same; nor shall the members be elected to such 

convention, until, at least, one month after the result of the vote shall be duly ascertained, declared and 

published. And all acts and ordinances of the said convention shall be submitted to the voters of the State for 

ratification or rejection, and shall have no validity whatever until they are ratified. 

 

14-2.  How amendments are made. 

      Any amendment to the constitution of the state may be proposed in either house of the Legislature at any 

regular or extraordinary session thereof; and if the same, being read on three several days in each house, be 

agreed to on its third reading, by two thirds of the members elected thereto, the proposed amendment, with the 

yeas and nays thereon, shall be entered on the journals, and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide 

by law for submitting the same to the voters of the state for ratification or rejection, at a special election, or at 

the next general election thereafter, and cause the same to be published, at least three months before such 

election in some newspaper in every county in which a newspaper is printed. If a majority of the qualified 

voters, voting on the question at the polls held pursuant to such law, ratify the proposed amendment, it shall be 

in force from the time of such ratification, as part of the constitution of the state. If two or more amendments be 

submitted at the same time, the vote on the ratification or rejection shall be taken on each separately, but an 

amendment may relate to a single subject or to related subject matters and may amend or modify as many 

articles and as many sections of the constitution as may be necessary and appropriate in order to accomplish 

the objectives of the amendment. Whenever one or more amendments are submitted at a special election, no 

other question, issue or matter shall be voted upon at such special election, and the cost of such special 

election throughout the state shall be paid out of the state treasury. 
 



AMENDMENTS  

AMD-1.  THE JUDICIAL AMENDMENT. 

      The supreme court of appeals shall consist of five judges. Those judges in office when this amendment 

takes effect shall continue in office until their terms shall expire and the Legislature shall provide for the 

election of an additional judge of said court at the next general election, whose term shall begin on the first day 

of January, one thousand nine hundred and five, and the governor shall, as for a vacancy, appoint a judge of 

said court to hold office until the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred and five. The judges of the 

supreme court of appeals and of the circuit courts shall receive such salaries as shall be fixed by law, for those 

now in or those hereafter to come into office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-2.  THE IRREDUCIBLE SCHOOL FUND AMENDMENT. 

      The accumulation of the school fund provided for in section four of article twelve, of the constitution of this 

state, shall cease upon the adoption of this amendment, and all money to the credit of said fund over one 

million dollars, together with the interest on said fund, shall be used for the support of free schools of this state. 

     All money and taxes heretofore payable into the treasury under the provisions of said section four, to the 

credit of the school fund, shall be hereafter paid into the treasury to the credit of the general school fund for the 

support of the free schools of the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-3. THE GOOD ROADS AMENDMENT OF 1920. 

      The Legislature shall make provision by law for a system of state roads and highways connecting at least 

the various county seats of the state, and to be under the control and supervision of such state officers and 

agencies as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall also provide a state revenue to build, construct, 

and maintain, or assist in building, constructing and maintaining the same and for that purpose shall have 

power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds, the aggregate outstanding amount of which, at any 

one time, shall not exceed fifty million dollars. 

     When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay annually the interest on such debt, and the principal thereof 

within and not exceeding thirty years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-4. THE GOOD ROADS AMENDMENT OF 1928. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate thirty-five million dollars in addition to the state bonds which were authorized to be issued and sold 

by the amendment to the constitution proposed by Senate Joint Resolution No. 15, adopted February 15, 

1919, and afterwards ratified by a vote of the people. The proceeds of said additional bonds hereby authorized 

to be issued and sold shall be used and appropriated solely for the building and constructing, or for the 

assisting in building and constructing the system of state roads and highways provided for by the amendment 

to the constitution above mentioned. 

     When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay annually the interest on such debt and to pay the principal 

thereof within and not exceeding thirty years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-5. FIFTY MILLION DOLLAR BOND ISSUE FOR ROADS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate fifty million dollars in addition to the state bonds which were authorized to be issued and sold by the 

amendment to the constitution proposed by Senate Joint Resolution No. 15, adopted February fifteenth, one 

thousand nine hundred nineteen, and afterwards ratified by a vote of the people, and Senate Joint Resolution 

No. 17, adopted by the Legislature at the regular session, one thousand nine hundred twenty-seven, and 

afterwards ratified by a vote of the people. The proceeds of said additional bonds hereby authorized to be 

issued and sold shall be used and appropriated solely for the building and construction, or for assisting in 

building and constructing a system of state secondary roads and highways. 

     When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay annually the interest on such debt and to pay the principal 

thereof within and not exceeding thirty years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-6. VETERANS BONUS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall by law provide for the issuance and sale of state bonds, not to exceed in the 

aggregate ninety million dollars, which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore authorized. The 

proceeds of such additional bonds, or so many thereof as may be necessary for the purpose, shall be used 

and appropriated solely for the purpose of paying a cash bonus to veterans of World War I and World War II. 

Such bonus shall be paid to all persons who rendered active service in the armed forces of the United States in 

World War I between the sixth day of April, one thousand nine hundred seventeen, and the eleventh day of 

November, one thousand nine hundred eighteen, both dates inclusive, or in World War II between the seventh 

day of December, one thousand nine hundred forty-one, and the second day of September, one thousand nine 

hundred forty-five, both dates inclusive, or in both such wars, who were bona fide residents of the state of West 

Virginia at the time of their entry into such service and for a period of at least six months prior thereto, who 

were not dishonorably discharged from such forces, and who within the periods specified above actively 

served in such armed forces for a period of at least ninety days. Such a bonus shall also be paid to any 

disabled veteran, otherwise qualified, who was discharged within ninety days after entering the services 

because of a service-connected disability. The amount of such bonus shall be calculated on the basis of ten 

dollars for each month, or major fraction thereof, served within the territorial limits of the forty-eight states and 

the District of Columbia, and fifteen dollars for each month, or major fraction thereof, served outside such 

limits, but such amount shall in no case exceed three hundred dollars for those who served only within the 

territorial limits specified above, and four hundred dollars for those who served outside such limits. The bonus 

to which any deceased veteran would be entitled, if living, shall be paid only to the following surviving relatives 

of such veteran, if such relatives are residents of this state when application for payment is made: Any 

unremarried widow, or if none, any child or children under the age of sixteen, or if none, any dependent parent 

or parents. 

     Whenever the Legislature shall provide for the issuance of any bonds under the authority of this 

amendment, it shall at the same time provide for the levy and collection of an additional cigarette tax, or an 

additional tax on nonintoxicating beer, or an additional charge on the sale of each bottle of wine and liquor, or 

an additional general consumers sales tax, or a graduated income tax, or any two or more thereof, in such 

amount as may be required to pay annually the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not 

exceeding thirty years. 

 

 

 



AMD-7. KOREAN VETERANS BONUS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall by law provide for the issuance and sale of state bonds which shall be in addition to 

all other state bonds heretofore issued, for the following purposes: 

     (1) The paying of a cash bonus to veterans of the armed forces of the United States who served during the 

Korean conflict. Such bonus shall be paid to all persons who rendered active service in the armed forces of the 

United States between the twenty-seventh day of June, one thousand nine hundred fifty, and the twenty-

seventh day of July, one thousand nine hundred fifty-three, both dates inclusive, who were bona fide residents 

of the state of West Virginia at the time of their entry into such service and for a period of at least six months 

prior thereto, who were not dishonorably discharged from such service, and who within the period specified 

above actively served in such armed forces for a period of at least ninety days. Such a bonus shall also be 

paid to any disabled veteran, otherwise qualified, who was discharged within ninety days after entering the 

services because of a service-connected disability. The amount of such bonus shall be calculated on the basis 

of ten dollars for each month, or major fraction thereof, served within the territorial limits of the forty-eight states 

and the District of Columbia, and fifteen dollars for each month, or major fraction thereof, served outside such 

limits, but such amount shall in no case exceed three hundred dollars for those who served only within the 

territorial limits specified above, and four hundred dollars for those who served outside such limits. The bonus 

to which any deceased veteran would be entitled, if living, shall be paid only to the following surviving relatives 

of such veteran, if such relatives are residents of this state when application for payment is made: Any 

unmarried widow, or if none, any child or children under the age of sixteen, or if none, any dependent parent or 

parents. 

     The principal amount of bonds to be issued for the purpose provided in paragraph (1) above shall not 

exceed the principal amount of the ninety million dollars bonds authorized by the veterans bonus amendment 

submitted by chapter nineteen of the acts of the Legislature of West Virginia of one thousand nine hundred 

forty-nine, regular session, and ratified by the people of West Virginia at the general election held on the 

seventh day of November, one thousand nine hundred fifty (hereinafter referred to as "Veterans Bonus 

Amendment of One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty"), which shall not have been issued on the date of the 

ratification of this amendment by the people of West Virginia: Provided, however, That such bonds issued 

under the provisions of paragraph (1) above may be funded or refunded at any time in the manner provided in 

paragraph (2) below. 

     (2) The funding or refunding of all or any part of the bonds heretofore issued pursuant to said veterans 

bonus amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty. Said bonds issued pursuant to said veterans bonus 

amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty may be so funded or refunded either on the maturity dates of 



said bonds or on any date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity, and if any of said bonds have not 

matured or are not then callable prior to maturity, the Legislature may nevertheless provide at any time for the 

issuance of refunding bonds to fund or refund such bonds on the dates when said bonds mature or on any 

date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity, and for the investment or reinvestment of the proceeds 

of such refunding bonds in direct obligations of the United States of America until the date or dates upon which 

such bonds issued pursuant to said veterans bonus amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty mature or 

are callable prior to maturity. 

     The principal amount of bonds issued under the provisions of paragraph (2) above shall not exceed the 

principal amount of the bonds to be funded or refunded thereby. 

     Such bonds for the purposes authorized in paragraphs (1) and (2) above may be issued from time to time 

as separate issues for such purposes or as combined issues for such purposes. 

     Whenever the Legislature shall provide for the issuance of any bonds under the authority of this 

amendment, it shall at the same time provide for the levy and collection of an additional cigarette tax, or an 

additional tax on nonintoxicating beer, or an additional charge on the sale of each bottle of wine and liquor, or 

an additional general consumers sales tax, or a graduated income tax, or any two or more thereof, in such 

amount as may be required to pay annually the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not 

exceeding thirty years, and all such taxes or charges so levied shall be irrevocably dedicated for the payment 

of the principal of and interest on such bonds until such principal of and interest on such bonds is finally paid 

and discharged, and any of the covenants, agreements or provisions in the acts of the Legislature levying such 

taxes or charges shall be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of said 

bonds. The additional taxes on cigarettes and nonintoxicating beer and additional charges on the sale of each 

bottle of alcoholic liquor provided for in chapters six, one hundred eighty-four and one hundred eighty-seven of 

the acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, regular session, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one, shall 

continue to be pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on bonds issued pursuant to said 

veterans bonus amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty, or bonds issued pursuant to this amendment 

to fund or refund such bonds issued pursuant to said veterans bonus amendment of one thousand nine 

hundred fifty: Provided, however, That upon the funding or refunding of all outstanding bonds issued pursuant 

to said veterans bonus amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty, or the deposit in trust of sufficient funds 

to pay all the principal of and interest on such outstanding bonds issued pursuant to said veterans bonus 

amendment of one thousand nine hundred fifty to their respective dates of maturity or to the first date upon 

which said bonds are callable prior to maturity, the taxes and charges provided for in said chapters six, one 

hundred eighty- four and one hundred eighty-seven of the acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, regular 



session, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one, may be pledged to the payment of the principal of and interest 

on any bonds issued under any of the provisions of this amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-8. BETTER ROADS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate two hundred million dollars. The proceeds of said bonds hereby authorized to be issued and sold 

shall be used and appropriated solely for the building and construction of state roads and highways provided 

for by this constitution and the laws enacted thereunder. Such bonds may be issued and sold in amounts not to 

exceed twenty million dollars in any fiscal year. When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature 

shall, at the same time provide for the collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the 

interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding twenty-five years. Such tax shall be 

levied in any year only to the extent that the moneys in the state road fund irrevocably set aside and 

appropriated for and applied to the payment of the interest on and principal of said bonds becoming due and 

payable in such year are insufficient therefor. 

     The authority to issue and sell and have outstanding additional bonds granted by the amendment to the 

constitution proposed by Senate Joint Resolution No. 15, adopted February 15, 1919, and afterwards ratified 

by a vote of the people, is hereby revoked as of January 1, 1965, but said amendment shall in all other 

respects remain in full force and effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-9. ROADS DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate three hundred fifty million dollars. The proceeds of said bonds hereby authorized to be issued and 

sold shall be used and appropriated solely for the building and construction of free state roads and highways 

provided for by this constitution and the laws enacted thereunder. When a bond issue as aforesaid is 

authorized, the Legislature shall, at the same time provide for the collection of an annual state tax sufficient to 

pay as it may accrue the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding twenty-five 

years. Such tax shall be levied in any year only to the extent that the moneys in the state road fund irrevocably 

set aside and appropriated for and applied to the payment of the interest on and principal of said bonds 

becoming due and payable in such year are insufficient therefor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-10. BETTER SCHOOL BUILDINGS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds, not exceeding in the 

aggregate two hundred million dollars, which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore authorized. 

The proceeds of the bonds hereby authorized to be issued and sold shall, notwithstanding the provisions of 

section six, article ten of this constitution or any other provision of this constitution to the contrary, be 

distributed to such county boards of education as qualify therefor by meeting such conditions, qualifications 

and requirements as shall be prescribed by general law and used and appropriated by such county boards of 

education solely for the construction, renovation or remodeling of elementary or secondary public school 

buildings or facilities, the equipping of the same in connection with any such construction, renovation or 

remodeling and the acquisition and preparation of sites for elementary or secondary public school buildings or 

facilities. Such bonds may be issued and sold at such time or times and in such amount or amounts as the 

Legislature shall authorize. When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same 

time provide for the collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the interest on such 

bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding thirty-four years, and all such taxes so levied shall be 

irrevocably dedicated for the payment of principal of and interest on such bonds until such principal of and 

interest on such bonds are finally paid and discharged, and any of the covenants, agreements or provisions in 

the acts of the legislature levying such taxes shall be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any 

of the holders of the bonds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-11. BETTER HIGHWAYS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate five hundred million dollars. The proceeds of said bonds hereby authorized to be issued and sold 

shall be used and appropriated solely for the following purposes and in the following amounts: 

     (1) One hundred twenty million dollars for bridge replacement and improvement program; 

     (2) One hundred thirty million dollars for completion of the Appalachian highway system; 

     (3) Fifty million dollars for upgrading sections of trunkline and feeder systems; 

     (4) Fifty million dollars for upgrading West Virginia State Route 2;      (5) One hundred million dollars for 

upgrading state and local service roads; 

     (6) Fifty million dollars for construction, reconstruction, improving and upgrading of U.S. Route 52 between 

Huntington and Bluefield, West Virginia. 

     When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the interest on such bonds and the principal 

thereof within and not exceeding twenty-five years. Such tax shall be levied in any year only to the extent that 

the moneys in the state road fund irrevocably set aside and appropriated for and applied to the payment of the 

interest on and the principal of said bonds becoming due and payable in such year are insufficient therefor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-12. VIETNAM VETERANS BONUS AMENDMENT. 

      The Legislature shall provide by law, either for the appropriation from the general revenues of the state, or 

for the issuance and sale of state bonds, which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore issued, 

or a combination of both as the Legislature may determine, for the purpose of paying a cash bonus to veterans 

of the armed forces of the United States who were in active service during the periods hereinafter described. 

Such bonus shall be paid to all persons who rendered active service in the armed forces of the United States 

between the first day of August, one thousand nine hundred sixty-four, and the date determined by the 

president or Congress of the United States as the end of involvement of United States armed forces in the 

Vietnam conflict, both dates inclusive, who were bona fide residents of the state of West Virginia at the time of 

their entry into such active service and for a period of at least six months immediately prior thereto, who have 

not been separated from such service under conditions other than honorable, and who, within the period 

specified above, actively served in such armed forces for a period of at least ninety days. Such bonus shall 

also be paid to any person, otherwise eligible under the preceding sentence, who rendered active service in 

the armed forces of the United States prior to the first day of August, one thousand nine hundred sixty-four, 

and who received the Vietnam armed forces expeditionary medal. Such bonus shall also be paid to any 

veteran, otherwise qualified under either of the two sentences next preceding, who was discharged within 

ninety days after entering the armed forces because of a service-connected disability. The amount of such 

bonus shall be calculated on the basis of twenty dollars per month for each month of active service, or major 

fraction thereof, for veterans who received the Vietnam armed forces expeditionary medal or the Vietnam 

service medal, up to four hundred dollars, and ten dollars per month for each month of active service, or major 

fraction thereof, for veterans who have not received the Vietnam armed forces expeditionary medal or the 

Vietnam service medal, up to three hundred dollars. Not more than one bonus shall be paid to or on behalf of 

the service of any one veteran. 

     The bonus to which any deceased veteran would have been entitled, if living, shall be paid to the following 

surviving relatives of such veteran, if such relatives are residents of the state when such application is made 

and if such relatives are living at the time payment is made: Any unremarried widow or widower, or, if none, all 

children, stepchildren and adopted children under the age of eighteen, or, if none, any parent, stepparent, 

adoptive parent or person standing in loco parentis. The categories of persons listed shall be treated as 

separate categories listed in order of entitlement and where there be more than one member of a class, the 

bonus shall be paid to each member according to his proportional share. Where a deceased veteran's death 

was connected with such service and resulted from such service during the time period specified, however, the 

surviving relatives shall be paid, in accordance with the same order of entitlement, the sum of five hundred 



dollars in lieu of any bonus to which the deceased might have been entitled if living. 

     The principal amount of any bonds issued for the purpose of paying the bonuses provided for in this 

amendment shall not exceed the principal amount of forty million dollars, but may be funded or refunded either 

on the maturity dates of said bonds or on any date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity, and if any 

of said bonds have not matured or are not then callable prior to maturity, the Legislature may nevertheless 

provide at any time for the issuance of refunding bonds to fund or refund such bonds on the dates when said 

bonds mature or on any date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity and for the investment or 

reinvestment of the proceeds of such refunding bonds in direct obligations of the United States of America until 

the date or dates upon which such bonds mature or are callable prior to maturity. The principal amount of any 

refunding bonds issued under the provisions of this paragraph shall not exceed the principal amount of the 

bonds to be funded or refunded thereby.      The bonds may be issued from time to time for the purposes 

authorized by this amendment as separate issues or as combined issues. 

     Whenever the Legislature shall provide for the issuance of any bonds under the authority of this 

amendment, it shall at the same time provide for the levy and collection of an additional cigarette tax, or a tax 

on any other tobacco products, or an additional tax on nonintoxicating beer, or an additional charge on the sale 

of each bottle of wine and liquor, or an additional general consumers sales tax, or a graduated income tax, or 

any combination of one or more thereof, or such other dedicated tax as the Legislature may determine, in such 

amount as may be required to pay annually the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not 

exceeding thirty years, and all such taxes or charges so levied shall be irrevocably dedicated for the payment 

of the principal of and interest on such bonds until such principal of and interest on such bonds are finally paid 

and discharged and any of the covenants, agreements or provisions in the acts of the Legislature levying such 

taxes or charges shall be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of said 

bonds. 

     The Legislature shall have the power to enact legislation necessary and proper to implement the provisions 

of this amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-13. QUALIFIED VETERANS HOUSING BONDS AMENDMENT.  

     I. The Legislature shall have the power to authorize the issuing and selling of general obligation bonds of 

the State which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore authorized. The aggregate annual 

amount payable on all such bonds, including both principal and interest, shall be limited such that the debt 

service accruing on such bonds in any fiscal year shall not exceed $35,000,000, exclusive of any amounts 

payable on such bonds for which moneys or securities have been irrevocably set aside and dedicated solely 

for the purpose of such payment. The proceeds of the bonds hereby authorized to be issued and sold shall be 

used and appropriated to provide financing for owner-occupied residences for persons determined by the 

Legislature to be qualified veterans, except that: (i) Part of the proceeds from each separate issuance of bonds 

may be set aside as a reserve for the purposes of the Veterans' Mortgage Fund herein authorized; and (ii) 

proceeds may be dedicated for the payment of principal, redemption price or interest on any such bonds to be 

refunded. Such bonds may be issued and sold at such time or times and in such amount or amounts as the 

Legislature shall authorize. All proceeds of such bonds, and all revenues derived from the use and investment 

of such proceeds, shall be deposited in a separate fund of the State, designated as the Veterans' Mortgage 

Fund. Amounts in such fund shall be used solely for the purposes of making loans for qualified veterans, 

providing for the payment or redemption of such bonds and the interest thereon, and providing for the payment 

of necessary expenses in connection therewith. When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature 

shall at the same time provide for the collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the 

interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding forty years, and all such taxes so 

levied shall be irrevocably dedicated for the payment of principal of and interest on such bonds until the 

obligation of the State with respect to the payment of such principal and interest has been discharged, and any 

of the covenants, agreements or provisions in the Acts of the Legislature levying such taxes shall be 

enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of such bonds. Such tax shall be levied 

in any year only to the extent that the moneys on deposit in the Veteran's Mortgage Fund are insufficient to pay 

all amounts accruing on such bonds in such year. 

      II. The Legislature shall have the power to enact legislation to implement the provisions of this amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-14. VETERANS BONUS AMENDMENT 

      (Persian Gulf, Lebanon, Grenada and Panama) 

     The Legislature shall provide by law, either for the appropriation from the general revenues of the State, or 

for the issuance and sale of state bonds, which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore issued, 

or a combination of both as the Legislature may determine, for the purpose of paying a cash bonus to veterans 

of the armed forces of the United States who (1) served on active duty, or who were members of reserve 

components called to active duty by the President of the United States under Title 10, United States Code 

section 782(D), 783, or 783(B), during the Persian Gulf conflict, Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, 

between the first day of August, one thousand nine hundred ninety and the date determined by the president or 

congress of the United States as the end of the involvement of the United States armed forces in the Persian 

Gulf conflict, both dates inclusive; or (2) veterans, active service members, or members of reserve 

components, of the armed forces of the United States, who served on active duty in one of the military 

operations for which he or she received a campaign badge or expeditionary medal during the periods 

hereinafter described. For purposes of this amendment, periods of active duty in a campaign or expedition are 

designated as: The conflict in Panama, between the twentieth day of December, one thousand nine hundred 

eighty-nine, through the thirty-first day of January, one thousand nine hundred ninety, both dates inclusive; the 

conflict in Grenada, between the twenty-third day of October, one thousand nine hundred eighty-three, and the 

twenty-first day of November, one thousand nine hundred eighty-three, both dates inclusive; and the conflict in 

Lebanon, between the twenty-fifth day of August, one thousand nine hundred eighty-two, and the twenty-sixth 

day of February, one thousand nine hundred eighty-four, both dates inclusive. For purposes of this amendment 

not more than one bonus shall be paid to or on behalf of the service of any one veteran. In order to be eligible 

to receive a bonus, such persons must have been bona fide residents of the State of West Virginia at the time 

of their entry into such active service and for a period of at least six months immediately prior thereto, who 

have not been separated from such service under conditions other than honorable. Such bonus shall also be 

paid to any veteran, otherwise qualified under the two sentences next preceding, who was discharged within 

ninety days after entering the armed forces because of a service-connected disability. The amount of such 

bonus shall be five hundred dollars per eligible person who was in active service, inside the combat zone 

designated by the President or Congress of the United States at anytime during the dates specified 

hereinabove. In the case of the Persian Gulf conflict, the amount of bonus shall be three hundred dollars per 

eligible person who was in active service outside of the combat zone designated by the President or Congress 

of the United States during the dates specified hereinabove. The bonus to which any deceased veteran would 

have been entitled, if living, shall be paid to the following surviving relatives of such veterans, if such relatives 



are residents of the State when such application is made and if such relatives are living at the time payment is 

made: Any unremarried widow or widower, or, if none, all children, stepchildren and adopted children under the 

age of eighteen, or, if none, any parent, stepparent, adoptive parent or person standing in loco parentis. The 

categories of persons listed shall be treated as separate categories listed in order of entitlement and where 

there be more than one member of a class, the bonus shall be paid to each member according to his 

proportional share. Where a deceased veteran's death was connected with such service and resulted from 

such service during the time period specified, however, the surviving relatives shall be paid, in accordance with 

the same order of entitlement, the sum of one thousand dollars in lieu of any bonus to which the deceased 

might have been entitled if living. 

     The principal amount of any bonds issued for the purpose of paying the bonuses provided for in this 

amendment shall not exceed the principal amount of four million dollars, but may be funded or refunded either 

on the maturity dates of said bonds or on any date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity, and if any 

of said bonds have not matured or are not then callable prior to maturity, the Legislature may nevertheless 

provide at any time for the issuance of refunding bonds to fund or refund such bonds on the dates when said 

bonds mature or on any date on which said bonds are callable prior to maturity and for the investment or 

reinvestment of the proceeds of such refunding bonds in direct obligations of the United States of America until 

the date or dates upon which such bonds mature or are callable prior to maturity. The principal amount of any 

refunding bonds issued under the provisions of this paragraph shall not exceed the principal amount of the 

bonds to be funded or refunded thereby. 

     The bonds may be issued from time to time for the purposes authorized by this amendment as separate 

issues or as combined issues. 

     Whenever the Legislature shall provide for the issuance of any bonds under the authority of this 

amendment, it shall at the same time provide for the levy, collection and dedication of an additional tax, or 

enhancement to such other tax as the Legislature may determine, in such amount as may be required to pay 

annually the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding fifteen years, and all 

such taxes or charges so levied shall be irrevocably dedicated for the payment of the principal of and interest 

on such bonds until such principal of and interest on such bonds are finally paid and discharged and any of the 

covenants, agreements or provisions in the acts of the Legislature levying such taxes or charges shall be 

enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of said bonds. Any revenue generated 

in excess of that which is required to pay the bonuses provided herein and to pay any administrative cost 

associated with such payment shall be used to pay the principal and interest on any bonds issued as soon as 



is economically practicable.      The Legislature shall have the power to enact legislation necessary and proper 

to implement the provisions of this amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-15.  INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT 

      AMENDMENT. 

I. The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate three hundred million dollars, which shall be in addition to all other bonds heretofore authorized. The 

proceeds of said bonds hereby authorized to be issued and sold shall be used and appropriated solely for the 

construction, extension, expansion, rehabilitation, repair and improvement of water supply and sewage 

treatment systems and for the acquisition, preparation, construction and improvement of sites for economic 

development in this state in a manner and subject to such conditions, qualifications and requirements as shall 

be prescribed by general law. Such bonds may be issued and sold at such time or times and in such amount or 

amounts as the Legislature shall authorize. When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature 

shall, at the same time, provide for the irrevocable dedication, prior to the application of such tax proceeds for 

any other purpose, of an annual portion of any gross receipts tax which is then currently imposed on 

businesses that sever, extract and, or produce natural resources within this state which will be sufficient to pay, 

as it may accrue, the interest on such bonds and the principal thereof, within and not exceeding thirty years 

and all such taxes so levied and the additional tax hereinafter described shall be irrevocably dedicated to such 

purpose until such principal and interest on such bonds are finally paid and discharged: Provided, That when a 

bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the collection of an 

additional annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the interest on such bonds and the principal 

thereof within and not exceeding thirty years: Provided, however, That such additional tax shall be levied in any 

year only to the extent that the moneys from the tax previously dedicated herein are insufficient therefor. Any of 

the covenants, agreements or provisions in the acts of the Legislature levying and dedicating such taxes shall 

be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of the bonds. 

     II. The Legislature shall have power to enact legislation to implement the provisions of this amendment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-16. SAFE ROADS AMENDMENT OF 1996. 

      (a) The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in 

the aggregate five hundred fifty million dollars. The proceeds of said bonds hereby authorized to be issued and 

sold over a five-year period in the following amounts: 

     (1) The first day of July, one thousand nine hundred ninety-seven, one hundred ten million dollars; 

     (2) The first day of July, one thousand nine hundred ninety-eight, one hundred ten million dollars; 

     (3) The first day of July, one thousand nine hundred ninety-nine, one hundred ten million dollars; 

     (4) The first day of July, two thousand, one hundred ten million dollars; 

     (5) The first day of July, two thousand one, one hundred ten million dollars. 

     Any bonds not issued under the provisions of subdivisions (1) through (4) of this subsection may be carried 

forward and issued in any subsequent year. 

     (b) The proceeds of the bonds shall be used and appropriated for the following purposes: 

     (1) Matching available federal funds for highway construction in this state; and 

     (2) General highway construction or improvements in each of the fifty-five counties. 

     (c) When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax sufficient to pay as it may accrue the interest on such bonds and the principal 

thereof within and not exceeding twenty-five years. Such tax shall be levied in any year only to the extent that 

the moneys in the state road fund irrevocably set aside and appropriated for and applied to the payment of the 

interest on and the principal of said bonds becoming due and payable in such year are insufficient therefor. 

Any interest that accrues on the issued bonds prior to payment shall only be used for the purposes of the 

bonds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-17. VETERANS BONUS AMENDMENT 

     (Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq) 

     The Legislature shall provide by law, either for the appropriation from the general revenues of the State, or 

for the issuance and sale of state bonds, which shall be in addition to all other state bonds heretofore issued, 

or a combination of both as the Legislature may determine, for the purpose of paying a cash bonus to: (1) 

Veterans of the armed forces of the United States who served on active duty in areas of conflict in Iraq, or were 

members of reserve components called to active duty by the President of the United States under Title 10, 

United States Code section 12301, 12302, 12303 or 12304 during the Iraqi War, between the nineteenth day of 

March, two thousand three and the date determined by the President or Congress of the United States as the 

end of the involvement of the United States armed forces in Iraq, both dates inclusive; or (2) veterans, active 

service members, or members of reserve components of the armed forces of the United States, who served on 

active duty in one of the military operations for which he or she received a campaign badge or expeditionary 

medal during the periods hereinafter described. For purposes of this amendment, periods of active duty in a 

campaign or expedition are designated as: The conflict in Kosovo between the twentieth day of November, one 

thousand nine hundred ninety-five and the thirty-first day of December, two thousand, both dates inclusive; and 

the conflict in Afghanistan, between the seventh day of October, two thousand one and the date determined by 

the President or Congress of the United States as the end of the involvement of the United States armed 

forces in Afghanistan, both dates inclusive. For purposes of this amendment not more than one bonus shall be 

paid to or on behalf of the service of a veteran. In order to be eligible to receive a bonus, a veteran must have 

been a bona fide resident of the State of West Virginia at the time of his or her entry into active service and for 

a period of at least six months immediately prior thereto, and has not been separated from service under 

conditions other than honorable. The bonus shall also be paid to any veteran otherwise qualified pursuant to 

this amendment, who was discharged within ninety days after entering the armed forces because of a service-

connected disability. The amount of the bonus shall be six hundred dollars per eligible veteran who was in 

active service, inside the combat zone in Kosovo, Afghanistan or Iraq as designated by the President or 

Congress of the United States at anytime during the dates specified hereinabove. In the case of the Iraqi War 

and the conflict in Afghanistan, the amount of bonus shall be four hundred dollars per eligible veteran who was 

in active service outside the combat zone designated by the President or Congress of the United States during 

the dates specified hereinabove. The bonus to which any deceased veteran would have been entitled, if living, 

shall be paid to the following surviving relatives of the veteran, if the relatives are residents of the State when 

the application is made and if the relatives are living at the time payment is made: Any unremarried widow or 

widower, or, if none, all children, stepchildren and adopted children under the age of eighteen, or, if none, any 



parent, stepparent, adoptive parent or person standing in loco parentis. The categories of persons listed shall 

be treated as separate categories listed in order of entitlement and where there is more than one member of a 

class, the bonus shall be paid to each member according to his or her proportional share. Where a deceased 

veteran?s death was connected with the service and resulted from the service during the time period specified, 

however, the surviving relatives shall be paid, in accordance with the same order of entitlement, the sum of two 

thousand dollars in lieu of any bonus to which the deceased might have been entitled if living. The person 

receiving the bonus shall not be required to include the bonus as income for state income tax purposes.  

      The principal amount of any bonds issued for the purpose of paying the bonuses provided for in this 

amendment shall not exceed the principal amount of eight million dollars, but may be funded or refunded either 

on the maturity dates of the bonds or on any date on which the bonds are callable prior to maturity, and if any 

of the bonds have not matured or are not then callable prior to maturity, the Legislature may nevertheless 

provide at any time for the issuance of refunding bonds to fund or refund the bonds on the dates when the 

bonds mature or on any date on which the bonds are callable prior to maturity and for the investment or 

reinvestment of the proceeds of the refunding bonds in direct obligations of the United States of America until 

the date or dates upon which the bonds mature or are callable prior to maturity. The principal amount of any 

refunding bonds issued under the provisions of this paragraph shall not exceed the principal amount of the 

bonds to be funded or refunded thereby.  

      The bonds may be issued from time to time for the purposes authorized by this amendment as separate 

issues or as combined issues.  

     Whenever the Legislature shall provide for the issuance of any bonds under the authority of this 

amendment, it shall at the same time provide for the levy, collection and dedication of an additional tax, or 

enhancement to another tax as the Legislature may determine, in an amount as may be required to pay 

annually the interest on the bonds and the principal thereof within and not exceeding fifteen years, and all 

taxes or charges so levied shall be irrevocably dedicated for the payment of the principal of and interest on the 

bonds until the principal of and interest on the bonds are finally paid and discharged and any of the covenants, 

agreements or provisions in the acts of the Legislature levying the taxes or charges shall be enforceable in any 

court of competent jurisdiction by any of the holders of said bonds. Any revenue generated in excess of that 

which is required to pay the bonuses herein and to pay any administrative cost associated with the payment 

shall be used to pay the principal and interest on any bonds issued as soon as is economically practicable.  

     The Legislature shall have the power to enact legislation necessary and proper to implement the provisions 

of this amendment:Provided, That no bonus may be issued until the Governor certifies a list of veterans and 



relatives of deceased veterans eligible to receive such bonus to the Legislature at any regular or special 

session of the Legislature as the Legislature will provide by general law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMD-18. Roads to Prosperity Amendment of 2017. 

     (a) The Legislature shall have power to authorize the issuing and selling of state bonds not exceeding in the 

aggregate $1.6 billion. The proceeds of said bonds are hereby authorized to be issued and sold over a four-

year period in the following amounts: 

     (1) July 1, 2017, an amount not to exceed $800 million; 

     (2) July 1, 2018, an amount not to exceed $400 million; 

     (3) July 1, 2019, an amount not to exceed $200 million; and 

     (4) July 1, 2020, an amount not to exceed $200 million. 

     Any bonds not issued under the provisions of subdivisions (1) through (3), inclusive, of this subsection may 

be carried forward and issued in any subsequent year before July 1, 2021. 

     (b) The proceeds of the bonds shall be used and appropriated for the following purposes: 

     (1) Matching available federal funds for highway and bridge construction in this state; and 

     (2) General highway and secondary road and bridge construction or improvements in each of the fifty-five 

counties. 

     (c) When a bond issue as aforesaid is authorized, the Legislature shall at the same time provide for the 

collection of an annual state tax which shall be in a sufficient amount to pay the interest on such bonds and the 

principal thereof as such may accrue within and not exceeding twenty-five years. Such taxes shall be levied in 

any year only to the extent that the moneys in the state road fund irrevocably set aside and appropriated for 

and applied to the payment of the interest on and the principal of said bonds becoming due and payable in 

such year are insufficient therefor. Any interest that accrues on the issued bonds prior to payment shall only be 

used for the purposes of the bonds. 
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