
Metered Parking
Parking is $0.25 per half hour (max. 4
hours) Mon - Fri, 8AM-5PM. 

Our meters accept quarters. Visitors
may also pay via PayByPhone,
available online or download for free
from the Apple App Store or Google
Play Store.

Designated metered accessible
parking is available. Vehicles must
display proper placards or signage in
these spaces.

Located on the Lower Level
near the Down Escalator

Education Center
(Classroom)

Chaperone
Guide

West Virginia
State Museum

Scan the QR Code for additional
parking info

Important Areas Directions &
Parking

Lower Level (LL)
Men's - Near the
Down Escalator

Women's - Near
the Up Escalator

Great Hall/Main Level (1)
Men’s - Behind Guest
Services and to the right

Women’s - Behind
Guest Services and to
the left

Family Restroom -
Behind Guest Services
and to the left

Located on the
Lower Level near
each restroom

Located on the Lower Level near the Up
Escalator and across from the Elevator

An elevator with service to
all floors is available near
the Men’s Restroom on
the Main Level.

Personal belongings (and packed lunches!)
are stored securely in designated bins
assigned at check-in

Located on the
Main Level across
from the State
Archives Reading
Room. 
Open Tues - Sat
9AM - 4:30PM

During fair weather, groups typically dine on
the plaza deck of the Culture Center. In the
event of inclement weather, groups dine in
the Great Hall. 

**Check with your field trip leader regarding
lunch arrangements. Lunch arrangements may
vary.

Restrooms

Water Fountains

Education Media Center 
(Small Theater)

Gift Shop

Personal Belongings

Lunch

Elevator

West Virginia State Museum
Culture Center (Building 9) 
State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Blvd E
Charleston, WV 25305

Directions
From the Interstate, use Exit 99
(Greenbrier St/State Capitol) onto I-
77/I-64.

Entrance to the State Capitol
Complex is located at the
intersection of Greenbrier Street
and Washington Street E at the
traffic light. Turn LEFT at the guard
shack to proceed to visitor parking.

Scan to view
museum Map
(lower Level)



Tips & Tricks Museum Etiquette
(Our Do’s & Don’ts)

Conversation
StartersThank you for assistance in making sure

that everyone visiting the museum has
a wonderful time. If you have any

questions, please let us know.

Wear comfortable shoes 
Dress in layers. Some parts of our
museum can be a bit chilly!

Take a look at our Museum Etiquette.
This will help you model behavior for
the students in your group. Feel free to
review it with your students!

It’s pretty much a no-touch museum,
but there are several opportunities for
visitors to interact with the material.
Look out for touchscreens, play
buttons, and artifact drawers designed
for deeper exploration.

In some areas, lighting is kept at a low
level to help preserve artifacts.

You don’t have to have all of the
answers. There is informational signage
throughout the museum. You can
always encourage the student to look
for the answer, ask follow-up questions,
or ask a staff member!

Once you’ve reached the simulated
coal mine, you’re about half way
through the museum.

There’s a West Virginia cutout on the
floor at the end of the museum. This is
a good place to gather and make sure
you’ve got everyone.

There are exhibits on every level of the
Culture Center. 

Do...

Please Do not...

West Virginia State Museum
The Culture Center, State Capitol Complex

1900 Kanawha Blvd E
Charleston, WV 25305

Open Monday - Saturday
9AM - 5PM

Admission is free
wvculture.org

Visit Again

Touch artifacts or scenic elements
Artifacts and scenic elements
are hands off. Did you know?
Our hands produce oils and
carry residue that can eventually
damage art and artifacts if
enough people touch the work.

Bring food or drink into the
museum or exhibit areas.

Run or engage in rowdy
behavior/horseplay.

Museum security cameras are
placed throughout the museum.
Staff are also present to ensure
that this expectation is met.

Use flash photography

Enjoy exploring over 6,000 artifacts
on display representing the land,
people, and culture of our state.
Take your time! There’s a lot to see.

Be respectful of others visiting the
museum. Talk at a normal or quiet
level

Turn OFF your flash before taking
any photos or videos

Provide adult supervision of all
visiting groups and children under
the age of 13. We recommend one
adult per every 10 students at
minimum

The West Virginia State Museum is
located within the Culture Center at the
State Capitol Complex in Charleston.
There’s a lot to see and do while you’re
here! That being said, we suggest:

The Essentials

About the Field Trip Want some help making
conversation? Use one of our
sample questions to get the
conversation going!

What do you already know about
West Virginia’s history?

What was the first thing you noticed
here?

How do you think people lived
differently back then compared to
today?

What’s the coolest thing you see?

Imagine you were living during this
time. What would the hardest part
be? The most fun part?

Does this remind you of anything
you’ve learned about before?
What has been your favorite part so
far?

Why do you think the museum
chose to display this?

If you could add one more thing,
what would it be?

If you could step into one of these
exhibits and time-travel, where
would you go?

Thanks for taking to chaperone!
Chaperones are key to a successful field
trip. Here are a few tips to help you have a
great time!


